POLITICAL    AND    SOCIAL    STATE    OF    SPAIN

bulls for bull-fighting or stags for hunting could take their
ease on land which thousands of country people, without
any land at all, needed to cultivate, in order not to die of
hunger. They were educated abroad, they lived little in
Spain and so knew nothing of the sufferings of the people
with whom they had no contact. Their immense pro-
perties were generally administrated by unscrupulous
men, whose behaviour aroused in the peasant a silent but
deep hatred towards aristocrats, on whom he could not
depend for any policy which would help towards the
betterment of conditions for the masses.

The great middle-class financiers were few in numbers,
and nearly all of them developed their business through
foreign initiative, that is to say they used a Spanish mask
for foreign companies which took the mercury of Almaden,
the pyrites of Rio Tinto, the potassium of Suria, the coal of
Asturias and the iron of Vizcaya, etc., or else they ex-
ploited our electric supply, our telephone service and even
our oranges and olives. This financier class was grouped
in small sections, forming the Boards of a dozen businesses,
and using its influence on 'the nation in a secret way, by
means of its economic domination of governmental
resources.

Relatively less than this went another class of less
economic power, with a spirit of saving and hoarding but
not of enterprise. It was incapable of understanding the
organisation of great capitalist exploitations, either in the
agricultural, commercial or industrial fields. It was very
stupid, completely uneducated and with a sort of village